
James 1:13-18
13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be
tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each one is tempted when, by
his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.

16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not
change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through the word of
truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.

No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God 
is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. 

But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way of 
escape so that you can stand up under it.

1 Corinthians 10:13

The Lure of Temptation
James 1:13-18

A SERIES ON THE BOOK OF JAMES



The Lure of Temptation   James 1:13-18
Temptation:

THE SOURCE OF TEMPTATION (v.13)
v.13 ________ tempted, not “if”

God is never the source of temptation:

Example of Adam (Gen 3:12)

1 Cor 10:13

The source of temptation is ________________________________________

THE LIFE CYCLE OF TEMPTATION (v.14-15)

1. ____________________________ (v.14)

2. ____________________________ (v.15)

3. ____________________________ (v.15)

VICTORY OVER TEMPTATION (v.16-18)

Be _________________________ (v.16)

Dwell on the ________________________________ (v.17)
Phil 4:8-9

Be ________________________________________ (v.18)

1. Define temptation.  

2. If you were going to talk to a child about temptation, what would you say?

3. What is the source of temptation? Explain.

4. Ephesians 4:22-24 tells us to put off the old self and to put on the the new
self.  This tells us that we can change.  How do we do this?

5. James 1:14-16 explains the life cycle of temptation.  Read it and then put it in
your own words in a practical way.  Maybe, use an example of a typical
temptation.

6. Temptation wouldn’t be temptation if it wasn’t something that we wanted.
How do we rationalise giving in to temptation?

7. What does James mean when he says, “... when it is full-grown, gives birth to
death”?

In what ways do we ‘die’?

8. Verse 16 says, “Do not be deceived.”  Why are we so easily deceived at times?
What can we do to not be deceived?

9. How can we dwell on the good?  (v.17 and Phil 4:8-9)

10. v.18 tells us that we were born again through the ‘Word of truth’.  How can the
Word of God empower us to be victorious over temptation? (Also Matt 4:1-11)


